Eastern Illinois University

The Keep
Summer 2015

2015

Summer 6-15-2001

ENG 5061-031: Natural Hazards: Environment,
Catastrophe, and the Romantic Imagination
Randall Beebe
Eastern Illinois University

Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/english_syllabi_summer2015
Part of the English Language and Literature Commons
Recommended Citation
Beebe, Randall, "ENG 5061-031: Natural Hazards: Environment, Catastrophe, and the Romantic Imagination" (2001). Summer 2015.
9.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/english_syllabi_summer2015/9

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the 2015 at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in Summer 2015 by an authorized
administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.

5" 0 Co /-0 3(
Summer 2015

ENGLISH 5061 : GRADUATE SEMINAR

Natural :Hazards

Environment, Catastrophe, and the
Romantic Imagination
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Course Description
At the end The Song of the Earth, Jonathan Bate asserts that" poetry

is the place where we save the earth." Can this be true? Can
literature, more broadly, play a concrete role in our relationship
with the natural world-with environmental challenges, natural
disasters, and species extinction? Can the Romantic imagination,
in its search for a symbiosis between mind and nature, the human
and non-human, offer more than vain idealisms and direct us to
critique the desire to master
(for profit and commerce)
the natural world?
As a course designed for all
concentrations in the
graduate program, this
seminar will consider
Bate' s assertion about the
importance of the literary
imagination in both
depicting and responding
to our hazardous
relationship with nature. To
'lf'm~~ican Chestnut (Castanea
pursue this goal, we will
study an array of writers
(across a range of genres, both fiction and non-fiction) from the
late 18th century to the present.

Coleman Hall 3159
Texts & Materials
B. Kingsolver, Prodigal
Summer (2000)
E. Mandel, Station
Eleven (2014)
Readings & Handouts (D2L)

Instructor: Prof. R. Beebe
rlbeebe@eiu.edu

Office:

Coleman 3841

Office Hours:
M/W 4:30 - 6:00
& by appointment
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While the reading will provide a historical survey of sorts, our
primary emphasis will be to develop a better understanding of
environmental related themes and movements (such as, but not
limited to, ecocriticism, deep ecology, apocalypticism, and ecoanarchism) and the theoretical and political positions that guide
or arise from them.

Activities

As with most graduate seminars, course reading and discussion
are meant to facilitate your writing projects. The compressed
nature of a summer seminar means that you will need to identify
research projects right away.

Requirements
Archive Assignment
Due: July 17 (d21)
Grant Proposal
Due: Aug 3 (-021)

25%

Film Critique
Due: Aug 7 (d21)

15%

Presentations (2):'

t5%

(t) July 13

(2) July 27?

20%

Instead of asking you to complete a traditional long seminar paper, however, I have designed three
shorter projects, each of which will help you hone your professional skills and allow alternative
angles to approach the seminar topic.
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Although quite different in scope and
focus, the three projects are
complementary and can, therefore, blend
into each other (if you so choose). During
the first few class sessions, I will introduce
each assignment so you can begin
working on them and look for ways to
connect them.

Presentations

You will make two presentations to the
class. In your first presentation of
approximately 10-15 minutes (tentatively
scheduled for July 13th), you will provide
an overview of your analysis of the
primary sources from the Archive
Assignment.
Your second presentation, approximately
20 minutes in length, will be based on the
Grant Proposal assignment, where you
will give an oral summary and defense of
your proposal. These will be peer
reviewed. I'll provide written guidelines
at a later point.

Pierre-Jacques Volaire. The.Eruption .of Mt. Vesuvius (1777)

Conferences

I encourage you to talk to me frequently outside of class. I am available in my office from 4:30 to 6:00
pm on Mondays and Wednesdays, and can also meet with you by appointment at other times.

Expectations
•
•

You should be exceptionally well prepared for each meeting-with notes, comments, or questions.
While not everything we read or discuss may relate to your project or area of interest, they have
everything to do with the larger field of English studies and are meant to help you better
understand the professional nature of the field- to give you a comprehensive view.
•You need to participate and do so
actively.
•As in any professional field, observing
deadlines is vital.
•You must also abide by all University
and professional codes of conduct,
including (but not limited to) academic
honesty and respect for diverse
viewpoints.

Students with Disabilities

If you have a documented disability and wish to
receive academic accommodations, please
contact the Coordinator of the Office of
Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as
possible.
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Tentative Reading Schedule
June 22
Some
Background
fr Contexts

June 24

P. Marland, "Ecocriticism" (d21)
N. Klein, Introduction & Chapter 1 (from This Changes Even1thing) (d2l)
Wordsworth, "The Ruined Cottage" (d21)
• Byron, "Darkness" (d21)
Keats, "To Autumn" (d21)
Discuss Project 2: Grant Proposal (Presentations, July 28-29; Proposal Due Aug. 3rd)
•

•
e

On

Perspective
& Aesthetics

June 29
Constructing
Nature

•
•

B. Kingsolver, Prodigal Summer (through p. 145)
Aldo Leopold, "Thinking Like a Mountain" (d2l)
Paul Chadwick, "Concrete: A Billion Conscious Acts" (from Concrete: Think Like a
Mountain 1996) (d21) [note: the reading is in 3 parts of 2 pages each]
E. Burke, excerpt from A Philosophical Enquiry into the Origin
Of Our Ideas of the Sublime and Beautiful (1759)

B. Kingsolver, Prodigal Summer (through p. 309)
X-Files, "Darkness Falls" (Season 1, Ep. 20) **
• M. Killingsworth, "Maps and Towers: Metaphors in Studies of Ecological
Discourse" (d2l)
Discuss Project 3: Film Critique (Due Aug. 7th)

July 1

B. Kingsolver, Prodigal Summer (end)
Due: Sample Article (from Natural Disaster Project) - d21 Discussion Board

July 6

E. Mandel, Station Eleven (through p. 115)
R Collin, "The Apocalyptic Vision, Environmentalism, and a Wider Embrace" (d21)
S. O'Leary, "Apocalyptic Argument and the Anticipation of Catastrophe" (d21)

July 8

E. Mandel, Station Eleven (through p. 228)

Rhetoric of
Apocalypse
& Disaster

July 13
July 15

•

E. Mandel, Station Eleven (end)
Presentations (Natural Disaster Project)

July 20
July 22

Conferences

July 27
July 28
July 29

TBA
Presentations?
Presentations?

Aug3
Aug7

Grant Proposal Due by 6:00 pm (d21)
Film Critique Due by 6:00 pm (_d2_1~)------------------~

